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Whiff of fresh 
air... 

‘‘Sisodia has been deprived 
of the right to speedy trial. 
Right to speedy trial is a sac-
rosanct right. Recently,  

in Javed Gulam Nabi 
Shaikh case, we dealt with this 
angle and noted that when 
court, state or agency cannot 
protect the right to speedy 
trial, then bail cannot be op-
posed saying that crime is 
serious. Article 21 applies irre-
spective of the nature of the 
crime," the Bench held. 

Justice Gavai said the ob-
jective of denying bail was to 
ensure attendance of the 
prisoner during trial; how-
ever, there was no flight risk in 
Sisodia’s case since he had 
“deep roots” in the country. 

‘‘Regarding the possibility 
of tampering with evidence, 
the case largely depends on 
documentation and it is all 
seized and there is no chance 
of tampering,"  the court 
further said while allowing 
bail. The Supreme Court 
further said that High Courts 
and trial courts appear to be 
"playing it safe" when they 
routinely deny bail in criminal 
cases instead of treating the 
grant of bail as the norm. 

The court also turned 
down the ED's argument that 
the delay in trial was due to 
various applications filed by 
Sisodia himself before the trial 
court. The Apex Court also 
said that it will not relegate Si-
sodia to trail court or High 
Court again for bail since the 
apex court while rejecting his 
earlier bail plea, had granted 
liberty to Sisodia to approach 
the top court for bail after the 
filing of chargesheet. 

SILVER 
SILENCE... 

According to a report in 
Sportstar, Vinesh made out a 
case that “the excess 100 g is 
extremely negligible (repre-
senting 0.1 to 0.2 per cent of 
the athlete’s weight) and can 
easily be induced by the bloat-
ing of a human body during 
summer weather, as the heat 
makes the human body retain 
more water, scientifically for 
survival purposes. It can also 
be due to muscle mass in-
crease as the athlete had com-
peted in three separate bouts 
the same day. It can also be 
caused by the food consump-
tion of the athlete after the 
competitions to sustain her 
health. The conditions under 
which she “regained” weight 
after her first fights clearly 
show that this was not a case 
of excess weight providing 
any advantage whatsoever, 
but merely the implementa-
tion of a classic and essential 
recovery process. 

Finally, it should be re-
membered that the CAS must 
uphold the fundamental 
rights of athletes, including 
the right to respect for their 
physical integrity, the wrestler 
told the court. 

Longer stay 
for Hasina... 
The Dalai Lama is here be-
cause of government policy," 
they said. According to 
sources, asylum and refugee 
laws are creating problems 
worldwide. “Once you give 
refugee and asylum status, 
they demand their rights 
and go to courts. This cre-
ates more problems. We 
allow stay on case-to-case 
basis, but don’t have a law as 
such," said sources. “If we 

make a law, then someone 
from Iran, Afghanistan or 
Pakistan can come and de-
mand asylum. They will go to 
court and courts will take a 
long to decide. By then, you 
will have settlements," they 
said. Committee formed: The 
Ministry of Home Affairs has 
constituted a committee to 
monitor the situation on Indo-
Bangladesh border, reports 
ANI. It will be headed by the 
ADG, Border Security Force, 
Eastern Command. 

The body will have five 
members and will maintain 
communication channels with 
their counterparts in Bangla-
desh to ensure the safety of In-
dian citizens and people 
belonging to minority commu-
nities in Bangladesh.  Union 
Home Minister Amit Shah also 
made the announcement 
through a post on X. 

Money given 
to Ladli... 

Panchayat and Rural Devel-
opment Minister Prahlad 
Patel said that there are 23, 011 
Panchayas in the state.  The 
number of women Sarpanchs 
are 12, 920, which more than 
50%.  The Chief Minister’s 
decision to invite Ladli Behnas 
to his residence to celebrate 
Rakshabandhan indicates his 
sensitivity, respect and affec-
tion for women, Patel said.  

‘No’ creamy 
layer... 

Earlier, Law Minister Arjun 
Ram Meghwal asked the Op-
position not to "mislead" the 
society on the "observations" 
of a Supreme Court judge on 
carving out a creamy layer for 
exclusion from SC/ST reserva-
tions. "The reference to 
creamy layer in the sub-cat-
egorisation of SC/STs is an ob-
servation by a Supreme Court 
judge and not a part of the 
decision. The member should 
not make an attempt to mis-
lead the society," Meghwal 
said replying to supplemen-
taries during the Question 
Hour in the Lok Sabha.  In a 
majority verdict, the Supreme 
Court last week said states are 
empowered to create sub 
quotas inside the reserved 
category to uplift underprivi-
leged castes. A seven-judge 
constitution bench headed by 
Chief Justice DY Chandra-
chud held by a 6:1 majority 
that the further sub-classifica-
tion of SCs and STs by states 
can be permitted to ensure 
grant of quota to more back-
ward castes inside these 
groups. 
Good morning 
to... 

The two-page circular 
written in Hindi reasons that 
the use of ``Jai Hind’’ as a 
greeting instead of ``good 
morning’’ would help incul-
cate a spirit of national unity 
and imbibe respect for the 
rich history of the country. 

This would also encourage 
students to appreciate the sac-
rifices made for the country’s 
freedom, the circular said, ad-
ding that ``Jai Hind’’ would 
also help bring together stu-
dents coming from diverse 
backgrounds. Stating that ̀ `Jai 
Hind’’ has been accepted as a 
greeting by all forces, the circu-
lar said that incorporating it into 
daily routine would promote 
cultural heritage and respect for 
national traditions. However, 
when asked how the greeting 
could be enforced and moni-
tored at all levels, senior officials 
of the department the FPJ 
talked with, held that it was 
neither a diktat or a direction, 
but an advisory exhorting them 
to promote patriotism.
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Infant dies of Chandipura 
virus in Rajasthan

Buddhadeb’s family declines 
Mamata’s offer of gun salute 

ED seizes assets worth 
Rs 113 crore after raids 
Agencies 
NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has provisionally at-
tached properties valued at 
around Rs 113 crore of Amit 
Katyal, an alleged associate of 
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad's 
family, and his realty firms in 
a money laundering case, of-
ficials said on Thursday. 

The case pertains to "si-
phoning and illegal diver-
sion" of plot buyers' money 
by Amit Katyal, Krrish Real-
tech and Brahma City "with-
out having any licence from 
DTCP in its name". 

The ED initiated an investi-
gation based on various FIRs 

registered by the Gurugram 
Police and Economic Of-
fences Wing (EOW), New 
Delhi, under various sections 
of IPC against Krrish Real-
tech, Brahma City, Amit Ka-
tyal, Rajesh Katyal and their 
associates.  

It is alleged that Krrish 
Realtech and Amit Katyal, 
involved in the real estate 
business, have duped the in-
vestors in the guise of allot-
ment of many plots on which 
no license existed and il-
legally diverted hundreds of 
crores of funds of such plot 
buyers abroad through 
criminal conspiracy, misrep-
resentation, fraud and cheat-
ing. 

Manish Godha 
JAIPUR  

The Chandipura virus has 
caused one more death in Ra-
jasthan. A two -year-old girl 
from Shahpura district near 
Bhilwara died on Thursday 
night during treatment in a hos-
pital in Ahmedabad (Gujarat). 

Deceased Ishika, daughter of 
Hemraj Keer, resident of Itadiya 
village of Shahpura, was ad-
mitted in a private hospital in 
Ahmedabad since August 5. 
The last rites of the girl were 

performed under the Covid-19 
protocol in the presence of the 
administration and medical 
team in the village on Friday.  

The first case of death due to 
Chandipura virus in Rajasthan 
was reported in Udaipur where 
Himanshu (3), resident of Bal-
icha village of Kherwada town, 
died on June 27 at Himmatna-
gar Civil Hospital in Gujarat. 
Ishika's uncle Ramlal said that 
Ishika had a fever on August 4th 
and was referred to a private 
hospital in Ahmedabad (Guja-
rat) on August 5th.  

Agencies 
KOLKATA 

The CPI-M leadership, on Fri-
day, announced, that they are 
not accepting the offer of “gun 
salute” for former West Bengal 
Chief Minister Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharjee, as announced 
by his successor and current 
Chief Minister, Mamata Ba-
nerjee, on Thursday. 

Party insiders said that the 
decision has been to refuse the 
gun salute as a mark of respect 
for Bhattacharjee’s life-long in-
clination for a simple lifestyle 
in his two-bedroom apart-
ment at Palm Avenue in South 
Kolkata. 

Party insiders added that 
his family members, including 
his widow Mira Bhattacharjee, 
are also against any kind of 
ceremonial practice. 

 “Throughout his life, Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee prac-
tised simplicity. So there is no 

question of gun salute,” he 
said. Party insiders said that 
after his last exit from the then 
state Secretariat of Writer’s 
Buildings in 2011 as Chief Min-
ister, Buddadeb Bhattacharjee 
refused to accept any kind of 
state government facilities to 
which he was entitled as a 
former Chief Minister. 

“The words like luxury or 
extravaganza were never in 
the dictionary of Buddhadeb 
Bhattacharjee.” 

Later, amid chants of ‘Amar 
Rahe’ and ‘Lal Salam Com-
rade’, the body of former CM 
was handed over to the anat-
omy department of N R S Hos-
pital for medical research.

Ex-WB CM Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s wife Meera 
Bhattacharya, LF chairman Biman Bose (R), former 
Tripura CM Manik Sarkar and others pay their last re-
spects to the mortal remains of former CM on Friday

Political parties rev 
up campaigns for 
assembly polls
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

With the Haryana assembly 
polls being just two months 
away, the election tempera-
ture has begun to rise as the 
political majors rev up their 
respective campaigns in the 
state. 

Even though, the main 
fight appears to be between 
the ruling BJP and the princi-
pal opposition party Con-
gress, also in the fray are 
former deputy chief minister 
Dushyant Chautala-led Jan-
nayak Janta Party (JJP), 
Abhay Chautala-led Indian 
National Lok Dal (INLD) and 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 
trying to have a foothold this 
poll season. 

While the poll observers 

predict a slight edge for Con-
gress, with a potential simple 
majority in the 90-member 
Haryana assembly, the  
ruling BJP seems to be striv-
ing to keep its sway with the 
non-Jat strength due to  
anti-incumbency of its rule 
since 2014. Pollsters’ projec-
tions also suggest that the rul-
ing BJP would have to exert 
more to muster numbers 
needed to have a majority on 
its own. 

Riding on the Modi  
wave, the saffron party had 
formed a government with 47 
MLAs in 2014 and had 40 
MLAs in 2019 while the rival 
Congress which had 15 MLAs 
in 2014 had 31 MLAs in 2019 
polls.  

In the recently held Lok 
Sabha elections, it was seen 
that Congress had the upper 
hand in 46 assembly seg-
ments and BJP in 44.  

HARYANA

infusion of colour 
A view of the fountain illuminated in tri-colour at 

Vijay Chowk ahead of the Independence Day in New 
Delhi on Thursday

Newborn found 
partially eaten 
by stray dogs  
Agencies 
HYDERABAD 

A newborn baby was found 
partially eaten by stray dogs 
on the premises of a state-run 
hospital in Warangal district 
of Telangana on Friday, police 
said. The policemen manning 
a police outpost at the hospital 
found stray dogs eating the 
newborn at a secluded place 
in the hospital premises and 
chased away the canines, a po-
lice official said. 

It was not clear whether 
the baby was alive or dead 
and how it came to be in that 
spot, the official said adding 
that they were examining 
CCTV footage. 

UP serial killer: Suspect held
BAREILLY (UP) 

Police in Bareilly have arrested 
a suspected killer involved in a 
series of murders targeting 
middle-aged women in the 
district during the past year, 
officials said on Friday. 

Kuldeep Kumar has con-
fessed to killing six women, 
according to the police. 

Kumar was apprehended 
with the help of sketches and 

CCTV camera footage, Senior 
Superintendent of Police (SSP) 
Anurag Arya said. 

The arrest followed an in-
tensive investigation involving 
the review of CCTV camera 
footage, deployment of decoys 
and analysis of mobile data, 
Arya said.  

The accused admitted to 
committing all these sensa-
tional murders, the district po-
lice chief said.

SC stays Mumbai college 
fiat banning hijab

APEX COURT ASKS | Will you ban 'bindi' and 'tilak' also

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Friday 
stayed a Mumbai college's 
decision banning 'hijab, burqa, 
cap and naqab' on the campus 
and said girl students must 
have the freedom to choose 
what they wear. 

A bench of Justices Sanjiv 
Khanna and Sanjay Kumar 
came down heavily on the 
Chembur Trombay Education 
Society, which runs the 'N G 
Acharya and D K Marathe Col-
lege' for issuing such a circular 
and asked whether it would 
ban 'bindi' and 'tilak' also. 

During the hearing, Justice 
Kumar asked senior advocate 
Madhavi Divan, appearing for 
the society, how was the col-
lege empowering the girl stu-
dents by issuing such a 
circular. 

"How are you empowering 
the women by telling them 
what to wear? I think it's less 
said the better. Where is the 
freedom of choice for the 
women? Where is freedom of 
choice of what to wear to the 
girl students? Educational in-
stitutions should not force 
their decisions on the girl stu-
dents on what to wear," said 
Justice Kumar. 

Divan contended that the 
college is a co-educational in-
stitution and the intention be-
hind the directive is to ensure 
that the religious faiths of the 

students are not revealed.  
The lawyer said the circular 

was not limited to 'hijab, burqa 
or naqab' but extended to even 
ripped jeans and other such 
attire. 

Unimpressed, Justice 
Khanna asked "Will the stu-
dents' names not reveal their 
religious identity? and added 
"Religion is in their names also. 
Do not impose such rules." 
Justice Kumar further ob-
served, The bench issued no-
tice to the education society 
and sought its response by No-
vember 18. 

"We partly stay clause 2 of 
the impugned circular to the 
extent that it directs that no 
hijab, no cap, no badges will be 
allowed in the campus. We 
hope and trust this interim 
order is not misused by any-
body," the bench ordered. 

It granted liberty to the edu-
cational society and the col-
lege to approach the court in 
case of any misuse of the order. 

Senior advocate Colin Gon-
salves and advocate Abiha 
Zaidi, appearing for the peti-
tioners, including Zainab 
Abdul Qayyum, submitted that 
students were not able to at-
tend the classes due to the cir-
cular. 

The girl students have been 
wearing hijab for the past four 
years, Gonsalves said, adding 
that now they are being 
stopped from attending the 
classes. 

You have suddenly woken up to the fact that 
they are wearing it and come out with instruc-
tions. It is unfortunate. After so many years of 
Independence, you have come to know there 
are so many religions in this country.
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